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The I sra€li- Palestinian Spatial Conflict in the City of

Jerusalem: A Geopolitical Study

Abstract: This research aims to identify the forms of the Isradi-
Palestinian conflict over the geographical spacein the city of Jerusalem by
following the historical and functional research approaches along with the
geopalitical, statistical and cartographic analyses.. The study has, clearly,
shown evidences of legal and political struggle aiming at  sovereignty over
Jerusalem between the Palestinian Liberation Organization and Israel, aseach
party regards the city as his own political capital although none has been
internationally recognized. The study has, significantly, expected that the
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conflict will be, in the forthcoming decades, re-identified on religious and

national geopolitical grounds. Despite the Palestinian efforts against the

Israeli attempts at the geographic judaization of the city so as to impose

sovereignty over it, Israel has taken a series of measures to create concrete

facts on earth, in order to stand against the re-division of the city in the

future. Of such measures are the adoption of alocal master plan for the city

known "Jerusalem 2000" to create 90354 housing unitsin the city until 2020,

building secular and religious colonial settlements and colonial enclaves to

encircle the eastern part of Jerusalem with its Old City in order to isolate it

from its nearby Arab Palestinian localities, changing the parameters of

Islamic architecture by establishing biblical parks and gardens, demolishing

the Arab buildings under the pretext of being non-authorized which mounted

up to 1140 houses during the period of 1992 to the end of July 2012 and

constructing the Wall of Annexation and Racial Separation and linking the

east with thewest of Jerusalem through a unified infrastructure network, the

most important of which isthe Metro linking Pisgat Zeev colony in the east

of Jerusalem with mount Herzl in the West. Finally, this research comes up

with a set of recommendations that are bound to contribute to the

reinforcement of the steadfastness of the Arabs of Jerusalem, and their

confrontation to the Isragli attempts aiming at Judaizing the holy city,

including financial, social and legal support to the Arab population, and

prosecuting Isradl at the specialized international courts.

K ey-wor ds. Jerusalem, Conflict, Space, Geopoalitics, Sovereignty.
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