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How to introduce the plight of the Jerusalemite Prisoners, when it is simply our eternal plight of freedom, of fighting injustice,
racism and occupation, and of ensuing the dignity of the human race, at a time when animal and environmental rights are
considered non-negotiable?

How to introduce the plight of minors, women, and men, held in captivity without access to fair trial, nor to their families and
beloved ones, and in cruel conditions?
Had we ever wondered why not, do their names echo in our minds?

Or why not, do their numbers chase us amid our “busy” desks and “occupied” lives, even though they have always been the
target of an un-imaginably harsh and inhumane Occupation?

Is it also our daily “occupation” that we should present as an excuse? And what excuse would justify our silence, when we know
that they are tortured and abused on a daily basis?

For they have dedicated for us all the light that could beam into their dark cells;

For they have bore all the torture and violations, only in the pursue of a free Jerusalem (al-Quds), a Jerusalem of us all;

For many a times they have sacrificed their own lives towards that;

For they have always looked at us with the hope that we will bring forward their justice;

And for them, we dedicate this work.

They are the candles that burn themselves in pursuing the light of the Palestinian freedom; so lets enlighten with their plight the
human side of our subjugated memories;

They are figures that will draw up the path to justice; let us start by the most basic “following” of their conditions and situation;

and They are our sin of impassiveness; let us not be the stigma whenever the word Jerusalem is mentioned, as their memory
and presence is always there...in the basic letters of our quest,

for how can we seek the justice and freedom for a city before it is brought to its people?
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The total number of Jerusalemite prisoners and detainees at the Occupations’
prisons and detention facilities was estimated by 300 at the end of 2010. The
longest standing Jerusalemite prisoner is Fouad Al-Razim, intered his 30" year in
capitivity on 30/1/2011 .
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Four Jerusalemite ladies were imprisoned by the Occupation at the end of 2010.
These are:
- Aminah Jawad Ali Mona (detained on 20/1/2001),
- Sana’ Mohammad Hussein Shehadeh (detained on 24/5/2002),

- Ibtissam Eisawi (detained on 24/10/2001),
- Nada Ata Issa Derbas (detained on 8/5/2007).
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Individual or mass forcible transfers, as well as deportations of protected persons from occupied

territory to the territory of the Occupying Power or to that of any other country, occupied or not, are
prohibited, regardless of their motive.

Article 49 of Geneva Fourth Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War

On 4/6/2010, the Israeli Occupation revoked the IDs of Jerusalem’s former minister and its Members of
Parliament (MPs), asking them to leave the city in one month. Minister Khaled Abu Arafah and MPs Ahmad
‘Atoun and Mohammad Totah protested from July the first, 2010, against this decision at the Headquarters of
the Red Cross in Jerusalem, where they are staying in very harsh circumstances, similar to those of prison.
MP Mohammad Abu Teir was arrested on 30/6/2010 and forcibly expulsed by the

Occupation to the West Bank on 8/12/2010.
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Internees shall have for their use, day and night, sanitary conveniences which conform to the rules
of hygiene, and are constantly maintained in a state of cleanliness.

Article 85 of Geneva Fourth Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War

The Israeli Occupation Authorities do not provide the Jerusalemite prisoners (in most jails and detention
facilities) with toilets inside the rooms, but rather common toilets that are shared between prisoners in the
same section. Hence, the number of prisoners sharing the same toilet sometimes reaches 120 prisoners.
Moreover, wardens control the prisoners’ access to using toilets, and bath showers are only allowed once
a week. Yet worse, in some prisons like Al-Damoun prison, no toilets exist at all, and instead, prisoners are
urged to use holes dug inside the walls of the cells.
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The sleeping quarters shall be sufficiently spacious and well ventilated, and the internees shall

have suitable bedding and sufficient blankets, account being taken of the climate, and the age,
sex, and state of health of the internees.

Article 85 of Geneva Fourth Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War
1.3m? is the area available on average for each Jerusalemite prisoner detained at the Occupation’s facilities

while The European Convention for the Prevention of Torture considers four square meters as the minimum
area that should be provided for each prisoner.
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Every place of internment shall have an adequate infirmary, under the direction of a qualified

doctor, where internees may have the attention they require, as well as an appropriate diet.
Isolation wards shall be set aside for cases of contagious or mental diseases.

Article 91 of Geneva Fourth Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War

Wardens at the Israeli Occupation’s detention facilities refuse to transfer sick prisoners from their cells to
prison clinics, except after fainting, or after serious protests from their inmates for not transferring them.
The death of 16 Jerusalemite prisoners was documented due to torture, intentional killing, and medical
negligence (statistics are by the end of 2010). The latest among those was Mohammad ‘Abideen who died
on 10/6/2010 in Al-Ramleh’s Prison hospital, as a result of medical negligence and

respiratory problems.
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Internees may not be prevented from presenting themselves to the medical authorities for examination. The
medical authorities of the Detaining Power shall, upon request, issue to every internee who has undergone
treatment an official certificate showing the nature of his illness or injury, and the duration and nature of the
treatment given.

Article 91 of Geneva Fourth Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War
Of the 16 Jerusalemite prisoners mentioned above, who died in custody between 1967 and 2010, seven died because they

were prevented from receiving the appropriate and necessary medical care, whether they were at the detention facilities, or
after being transferred to Al-Ramleh Prison hospital, which is the only hospital they are allowed to move to.

Table: Jerusalemite Prisoners who died in custody because of medical negligence (1967-2010)

Passed away on Jerusalemite Prisoner’s Name

18/6/1971 Haj Ramadan Ashour Al-Banna (Al-Ramleh Prison)

16/11/1983 Ishaac Moussa Al-Maragha “Abu Jamal” (Beer Shiva Prison; he has been detained for 13 years)
4/6/1989 Omar Mahmoud Al-Qasem (Ashkelon Prison; was detained since 1969)

4/10/1992 Hussein As’ad Obeidat (During his participation in a prisoners’ hunger strike at Ashkelon Prison)
4/11/2004 Mohammad Hasan Abu Hadwan (was detained since 3/10/1985)

24/12/2008 Jom’ah Ismail Mohammad Moussa (Al-Ramleh Prison’s Hospital; was detained since 2/4/1993)

10/6/2010 Mohammad Abdul-Salam Moussa Abdein (39 years; Al-Ramleh Prison’s Hospital; was detained since 18/9/2009)
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No physical or moral coercion shall be exercised against protected persons, in particular to obtain
information from them or from third parties.

Article 31 of Geneva Fourth Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War

Jerusalemite prisoners suffer torture at the hands of the Occupation’s Internal Security Agencies (Shabak), in
coordination and conspiracy with the Israeli Prison Service (IPS), especially at Al-Maskoubieh Interrogation
Center west of Jerusalem, where the majority of the Jerusalemite detainees are held. Al-Maskoubieh
is reknown for the flagrant practices and measures of torture practiced by its wardens disregarding the
detainees’ rights, to the extent that it is referred to by the detainees as the «abattoir».
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1. Each State Party shall take effective legislative, administrative, judicial or other measures to prevent acts
of torture in any territory under its jurisdiction.

2. No exceptional circumstances whatsoever, whether a state of war or a threat or war, internal political
instability or any other public emergency, may be invoked as a justification of torture.

3. An order from a superior officer or a public authority may not be invoked as a justification of torture.

Article 2 of United Nations’ Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment

Israel’s Penal Law recognizes the «necessity» defense. In other words, if a GSS interrogator were convinced
that the case at hand qualified as a «ticking bomb» situation, the law allows him to apply all of the physical
means of interrogation that the Supreme Court generally prohibited in its ruling, that is, to torture the
interrogee.

Ruling of The Israeli Occupation’s High Court of Justice on 6/9/1999 i
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«No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.
In particular, no one shall be subjected without his free consent to medical or scientific

experimentation.»

Article 7 of United Nations’ Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

Among the 16 Jerusalemite prisoners who died in custody between 1967 and 2010, nine prisoners were
reported as deaths under torture.

Table: Jerusalemite prisoners who died in as a result of torture between 1967 & 2010.

Jerusalemite Prisoner's Name
Qassem Abdullah Abu Akar
Tariq Al-Hindi
Nabil Mustafa Jameel Ibdah
Mustafa Abdullah Al-Akkawi
Ali Ibrahim Al-Joulani
Mahmoud Saeed Salah
Ismaeel Ibrahim Zaid

Wael Youssef Al-Qarawi

Ra’ed Mahmoud Ahmad abu Hamad

27

Passed away on

25/6/1969

2/2/1986

10/8/1988

4/2/1992

5/8/2001

8/3/2002

29/3/2002

9/3/2007

16/4/2010

Death Reasons & Prison Name
Torture (Jerusalem)
Torture (Ashkelon)
Torture (Al-Maskoubieh)
Torture (Hebron)
Taken while injured, then was assailed in front of press, which led to his death
Killed in cold blood after being detained. His killing was documented with photographs.
Was detained then killed in cold blood inside the apartment

Was tortured and beaten severely directly following his detention by the Occupation’s border police

Was attacked in his solitary cell, and left without any care until his death (Beer Shiva)
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Anyone who is deprived of his liberty by arrest or detention shall be entitled to take proceedings

before a court, in order that the court may decide without delay on the lawfulness of his detention
and order his release if the detention is unlawful.

Article 9 of United Nations’ Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

The Israeli laws allow for the detention of Jerusalemites inside its prisons as «administrative detainees» in
accordance with its laws of emergency of 1945, without presenting the detainees with any charge or reason,
and without sitting them at a court for a period that extends between three to six months, or one year, with the
possibility of renewing it. The Israeli Occupation Authorities also allow the extension of the detention period
of some prisoners without presenting them to a court, for undetermined periods. Administrative detention
orders in Jerusalem are issued by the Israeli Occupation’s defense minister.
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As soon as he is interned, or at the latest not more than one week after his arrival in a place of
internment, and likewise in cases of sickness or transfer to another place of internment or to a
hospital, every internee shall be enabled to send directly to his family, ... , an internment card

. informing his relatives of his detention, address and state of health. The said cards shall be
forwarded as rapidly as possible and may not be delayed in any way.

Article 106 of Geneva Fourth Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War

At many times, the Israeli Occupation prevents Jerusalemite prisoners from contacting anyone during their
first month of arrest. This suspension could extend for up to six months, where even they could be denied
access to using phones to talk to anyone during their arrest; yet worse, even in cases ]

of those sentenced with multiple life sentences.
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Every internee shall be allowed to receive visitors, especially near relatives, at regular intervals and

as frequently as possible As far as id possible internees shall be permitted to visit their homes in
urgent cases, particularly in cases of death or serious illness of relatives.

Article 116 of Geneva Fourth Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War

The Israeli Occupation Authorities practice a strategy of severe punishments and restrictions on Jerusalemite
prisoners, as well as Palestinian prisoners in general, through the application of the «Shalit» law passed by
the Knesset on 26/5/2010, that bans the prisoners from meeting their families, or their inmate prisoners, and
from their right to learn, read newspapers, and from watching television in the jail,

and does not require stating a fixed period for solitary imprisonment.
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States Parties shall ensure that every child deprived of his or her liberty shall have the right to
prompt access to legal and other appropriate assistance, as well as the right to challenge the
legality of the deprivation of his or her liberty before a court or other competent, independent and
impartial authority, and to a prompt decision on any such action.

Article 37 of United Nations’ Convention on the Rights of the Child
No childhood is known for the Jerusalemite children in the Israeli courts, where all detained children were
accused according to statements by Israeli soldiers, or were pressured to confess by threats and torture.

Jerusalemite children were sentenced for various periods, and their sentences were accompanied with a
set of painful punishments including fines, suspension, and obligatory residence.
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States Parties shall ensure that no child shall be subjected to torture or other cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment or punishment. Neither capital punishment nor life imprisonment without
possibility of release shall be imposed for offenses committed by persons below eighteen years

of age.
Article 37 of United Nations’ Convention on the Rights of the Child

100% is the percentage of detained children who were subject to at least one form of torture during their
arrest by the Occupation’s Authorities. Torture faced by children includes severe beating, humiliation, sleep
deprivation, threats of killing or rape, or threats of harming his family members

to make the child «confess».
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«The government of Israel has declaredithatjifobserves interfl.il'!rtional humanitarian
»mnhellsraeli high CourtloffJustice
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States Parties shall ensure that no child shall be deprived of his or her liberty unlawfully or arbitrarily.
The arrest, detention or imprisonment of a child shall be in conformity with the law and shall be
used only as a measure of last resort and for the shortest appropriate period of time.
Article 37 of United Nations’ Convention on the Rights of the Child

For the Israeli Occupation Authorities, the «lsraeli child» is every Israeli who is younger than 18 years, but
the «Palestinian child» is every Palestinian younger than 16 years. According to the Occupation’s military
order no.132, Palestinian children could be detained as long as they are 12 years of age or above, and
sentences imposed by the Occupation on these children range between six months as a minimum, and life
sentence.
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States Parties shall take all appropriate legislative, administrative, social and educational measures to protect the
child from all forms of physical or mental violence, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, maltreatment or
exploitation, including sexual abuse, while in the care of parent(s), legal guardian(s) or any other person who has the

care of the child.
Article 19 of United Nations’ Convention on the Rights of the Child

Following their arrest with the alleged charge of «throwing stones», the Israeli Occupation Authorities imposed obligatory residence
on 65 Jerusalemite children according to statistics of 2010. Obligatory residence sentences’ periods ranged between one month
and six months, following their release, and after they were also subject to fines, and deprived from benefiting from schools and
medical services under the claim of emergency law. To name but few among those children: lyad Ghaith (10 years), Talal Al-Rajabi
(14 years), and Omran Mansour (10 years), who were sentenced to obligatory residence, and fined, in a
law issued by the Israeli Court of Conciliation.
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«When the lives andtherightsfofichildrenfarefat{stake;jithere must be no silent witnesses»
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In all actions concerning children, whether undertaken by public or private social welfare institutions, courts of law,

administrative authorities or legislative bodies, the best interests of the child shall be a primary consideration.

States Parties undertake to ensure the child such protection and care as is necessary for his or her well-being, taking

into account the rights and duties of his or her parents, legal guardians, or other individuals legally responsible for him
or her, and, to this end, shall take all appropriate legislative and administrative measures.

Article 3 of United Nations’ Convention on the Rights of the Child

Even minor officers at the Israeli Occupation forces, could arrest Palestinian children and issue orders of suspending
them outside Jerusalem with the charge of «throwing stones on settlers», on the basis of the emergency law of 1945.
The number of Jerusalemite children who were suspended to the West Bank was estimated by 20 children by the end of
2010; while yet some other children are arrested awaiting their parents to find houses for them in the s

West Bank to be suspended to, according to the Israeli Occupation’s Police conditions.
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«Injusticefanywhere is a threat toljusticejeverywhere*»i(Martin'Luther King Jr.)
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How’'can we seek the justice and freedom for a city before it is brought'to'its people?
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